CONFIDENTIAL] 


[No. 44 of 1908. 


REPORT 


ON 


NATIVE PAPERS IN BENGAL 


FOR THE 


j Week ending the 31st October 1903. 


CONTENTS. 
Pag 22 | P age. 
I.—Forzicn Porirics. (g)—-Ratlways and communications, including canaie 
and irrigat ion 
. Railway complaints ia 1 vee 934 
Nil. Causes of frequency of accidents on the Assam- 
Bengal Railway 00 se ... 986 
Railway complaints ees sie oe 
II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. A bad road in the Midnapore district... a 
} A railway complaint ee ae 7% 
\ (4) —General— 
(a) Police ae 
7 _ Official partiality to Musalmans ‘as „ 936 
The question of removing prostitutes from certain 1 * late Commissioner of the Chittagong : 
rters of Calcutta “ oe 1 1 *** . 986 
N * and advertiser of patent medicines 16. Concealment of Commissions’ reports . a. 
A serious allegation against some Howrah police | 
officers eo eee eee eee ib. III. - LIEOI STI. ATION. ; 
A steamer complaint ove ven vee ib. ; 
Gunda oppression in Calcutta 0 . i. Nil. 
Prostitutes near Beadon Park, Calcutta sa: 


(b)— Working of the Courts — 


The Englishman's partiality for European offenders 931 
‘The late Subdivisional Officer of Brahmanbaria in 


the Tippera district said ~~. . 932 
(e 
Nil. 
J. (d)—Education— 
Reform of Madrassa education in Bengal. 982 


The Director of Public Instruction, Bombay „ 
Appointment of lecturers in the Bethune College ... 933 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Adminis- 
‘ tration— | | 


People’s wants in the Teknaf thana in the Chitta- 
gong district eee eae LI 933 

Dalais in the Medical College Hospital *. 80, 

The Deoghur Municipality extending its area. ib. 


0 


(f)—Questions affecting the land— 


\ 


The question of agricultural improvement in Bengal 934 


 “[V.—Native SrA TRS. 


Nil. 
V. - PROSsTROTSs o THE ORO ARD Conprrron oF 
f THE PEOPLE. 
The 21 ects of the crops ieee eos 986 
Proof of famine in the country 2 * 15. 
Distress in a village in the Midnapore district „, id. 
VI.-MisoxTTANAoOUS. 
The Lieutenant-Governor-elect of Bengal eee 937 
Mr. Bourdillon as Officiating Lieutenant- Governor ib. 
A tribute of affection to Mr. Bourdillon ig 
Destruction of Indian arts” bes „ 
India and the tariff question oie see 988 
6% Phe shoe- beating and the thrust 25 eee eee ib. 
80 Tempest in A tea - pot 5 ese eee ees 940 
„Take care of your own house eee 94] 


The Anglo-Indian Press on the Emerson case * 943 


Assam Parens. 


Nil. 


The Europeans and the coloured races of the earth ib. 
| Uniya Parenrs. 
District Board roads see iis „ 
_ Conduct of the * on the last day of the Puja... 944 
Appointment of permanent assessors in mufassal 
municipalities K 5 — 5 see ee@¢ ib. 
Opinion on change of jurisdiction i an 
Railway accident 500 ve ee 


i 
1 
2 
Sk 
oF 
3 
. 
ö 


1 » * — — + ster — . 
. . RTM , RP AIH no 
Waray TO Te Pe 


( 981 ) 
Il.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)—P olice. 


Tue NavaYug [ Calcutta] of the 24th October says that the Commissioner 
of Police should see in what quarters of the town 
The question of removing pros. the prostitutes who have been ordered to remove 
2 from certain quarters of from certain localities: settle themselves. The 
alcutta. ‘ ° oo ee 
difficulty may be easily solved if, in giving a lease, 
the owner of any house situate in a respectable quarter or abutting on a street 
used by school-boys, takes into consideration the character of the person offering 
himself as a tenant. It will mean nothing short of a transfer of a whole regi- 
ment of women if the unfortunates living in Beadon Street and its neighbour- 
hood have to be removed elsewhere. The question of providing them with houses 
in other parts of the town is not without its difficulty. If they can manage 
to settle in respectable wards of the metropolis, the transfer would doubtless 
prove a curse instead of a blessing. , 
2. The same paper draws the attention of the police to the fact that 
one Padmalochan Maiti has been for some time 
4 —_ and advertiserof past advertising and selling patent medicines under 
— the assumed name of Dr. Major of America, and 
thereby cheating unsuspecting people. The writer is in a position to substan- 
tiate his allegations by documentary evidence. 
8. The Howrah Hitaishi [Howrah] of the 24th October has learnt from a 
: 2 trustworthy source that on a hackney carriage 
Bren wolle oller... driver of Howrah town named Alibux having found 
owrah police officers. : : . ; 

a 100-rupee currency note in his carriage, a writer- 
constable of police compelled him by threats to give it to him. On the 30th 
September last, this note was cashed by Nishi Kanta Babu, Inspector of Rail- 
way Police, in the third class booking-office attached to the Howrah station 
on the Bengal-Nagpur Railway, and for this he had to pay the booking-clerk 


Rs. 5. The number of the note is f 34587, and that of the hackney carriage, 
which is a third class carriage, 142. The attention of the authorities is drawn 
to the conduct of the police. ; 1 
4. The Prativasi [Calcutta] of the 26th October says that recently a 
Ca 1 æhalasi of a ferry steamer at Bankipore beat and 
ee insulted a respectable mukhtar for walking on the 
deck. Khalasis and serangs of steamers are everywhere imperious and 
impertinent. Steamer authorities ought to keep a sharp eye on them. 
5. The same paper says that at 3 p.m. of the 20th October last, a gunda 
8 entered into the shop of the City Book Society in 


a knife. Gunda oppression has assumed a serious aspect in Calcutta. 6 undas 


College Street, Calcutta, and wounded a man with 
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are engaged by people to wreak vangeance on their enemies. The gunda pest 


is to a great extent due to the leniency of the police towards the ruffians. 


6. The same paper yk that the neighbourhood of the Beadon Park in 


1 alcutta ought to be cleared of prostitutes, The 
Oddeutta Beadon Park, Calcutta Police Commissioner has been petitioned 
on the subject by the respectable inhabitants of the 
locality, who say that the prostitutes are very turbulent and noisy. Beadon 
Park is the evening resort of a large number of respectable people and students, 
and Beadon Street is used by 7 


8 Institution, the General Assembly's Institution, and the Central 
ollege. 


(0 — Working of the Courts. ° 


7. Referring to the strictures passed by the Englishman newspaper on the 

: 1 conduct of the Government of India in ordering 

an 8 2 partiality for retrials of criminal cases against Europeans, the 
e Pallivasi [ Kalna] of the 21st October writes as 


follows:. i ‘ 
Is the Englishman in its senses? Who are the oppressed in India, Euro- 
peans or Indians? Europeans cannot stand the harassment of a double trial, 
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but will the natives remain silent for ever and calmly see their countrymen 
killed by Europeans? Does the Englishman mean to say that the infliction of 
light punishment on Europeans murderers is justice ? Does it not feel ashamed 
to uphold the cause of those who play with the lives of natives? Is it because 
they are being checked in their career of wantonness that Europeans feel them- 
selves in danger in India? Let Government do what it thinks right. 
8. The Pratinidhi [Cowilla] of the 24th October writes as follows: 
~The sudden transfer of Prasanna Babu, Sub. 
The late Subdivisional Officer divisional Officer, from the Brahmanbaria subdivi- 
of Brahmanbaris in the Tipper® sion of the Tippera district, has made every one 
there sorry. One does not always meet with such 
an able, just, and religious man among judicial officers. Every one within 
the Brahmanbaria * was satisfied with him and loved and revered him. 
The force of his high character 21 the moral * * of Brahmanbaria 
and inspired it with new life, He did nothing with the object of making a 
name for himself, and yet his memory will be cherished as a glorious memory 
by the inhabitants of Brahmunbaria. He was calm, considerate, and impartial 
in judicial work, and fully maintained the gravity and sanctity of the judicial 
chair. Ue was never influenced by the thought of official favour or disfavour, 
and he did only what his conscience bade him do. It is not yet three years 
since he was appointed Subdivisional Officer of Brahmanbarig. Government is 
therefore earnestly requested to keep him in that place for at least two years 
more. 


(d) — Education. 
9 In continuation of the article published in its last issue (vide para, 12 of 


__ the Report on Native Papers in Bengal for the week 
1 Bete of Madressa education ending the 24th October 1905), the Mihir-o- 
in Bengal. Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 23rd October writes as 


follows: — 


(d) In the Senior Fourth year class the selection of Mansabi as a text- 
book on Persian poetry can scarcely be commended. Under the present 
circumstances it is not necessary to lay particular stress on Persian literature. 
Some such training should be given as will enable the poor student to earn a 
living in his after-life. To this end, the inclusion of some Hakimi (medical) 
books in the list of text-books for the higher classes would be more suitable, as 
tho paucity of medical men among Muhammadans is keenly felt by them. For 
the same reason, Man iet, or logic, should not be taught in the Madrassas. Again, 
the text-book on history in the Fourth year class cannot be expected to be in any 
way useful to the students, as it contains only the accounts of the Ohad wars 
of Hajarat Rasul Karim. | 

(e) In the newly opened Fifth year class too many subjects and books 
have been introduced, so that its main purpose, viz., the teaching of Hadis Tafsir, 
must be frustrated. In this class, too, three or four books on Mantek have been 
prescribed. It is impossible to see why so much importance is attached to 
this subject. : | a 

We do not know how far the teachers of Arabic and Persian are acquainted 
with the proper method of teaching. There are no books in the Arabic and 
Persian languages treating of that subject. Such books have been published 
in the Punjab in the Urdu language, and the teachers should be directed to 
get copies thereof in order to learn the art of teaching, without proficiency in 
which all the iabours of the teachers and the taught must be thrown away. 

In conclusion, we hope that the worthy Dr. Ross will be at one with us in 
thinking that the acquirement of some useful branch of learning by 
Madrassa students is a necessity in the present condition of things. In the 
Fifth year class nothing but Hadis Tafsir and Modern Science should be taught. 

10. The Hitavad Ge of the 231d Den says that about a monte 

as id _ ago there was a quarrel between the native boys o 
Pg 8 cng of Public . the Nutan Marathi Vidyalaya and the Euro oan boys 
: of the poy be igh School in Poona in the course 
of a cricket match, and the former had the misfortune to be severly beaten by the 
latter. The aggrieved native boys represented the matter to the Director of 


\ 
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Public Instruction, Bombay. An enquiry was held, but the only reply which 
was vouchsaied to the injured party eat pe follows :— 7 ee 


„The boys of the Nutan Marathi Vidyalaya have been officially declared 
to be free from all blame.” ii : 

No censure, however, was passed on the offending European boys. 

The reply has surprised the writer. Everybody knew that the native 
boys were innocent. Where then was the necessity of simply declaring that fact 
in an Official letter? The writer would, however, have nothing to say if the 
reply was intended to teach the native boys that they should not feel themeelves 
aggrieved for being beaten’ by European boys, as natives nowadays seem to 


do, and that ‘the official eye’ sees no harm in native boys being beaten by 


Europeans. The Director of Public Instruction, Bombay, seems to be fitter for 
service in the Police than in the Education Department. It is a matter of 
regret that Lord Curzon is doing nothing to remove such officers from the 
Education Department before inaugurating his scheme of educational reform. 

11. Referring to the objection made by the Sanjivani newspaper to the 
3 appointment of Babu Shyamadas Mukherji as a 
2 1 of lecturers in tho lecturer in the Bethume College, the Nava Fug 
n [Caloutia}] of the 24th October observes that if the 
object of the authorities in establishing the college be to impart education 
to all native girls to whatever religious denomination they may belong, the 
teachin 
utter 1 of the question of creed. As there are men of character in 
all communities, it cannot be maintained that such men are only found amon 
the Brahmos and Christians There is a preponderance of the Brahmo an 
Christian elements in the present teaching staff of the college. Babu 
Shyamadas is a Brahman and Hindu, and nobody can say that he is either 
characterless or incompetent. 


(e) Local Self-Government and Muniepal Administration. 


12. The Jyoti [Chittagong] of the 22nd October speaks of severe scarcity 
of water within the jurisdiction of the Teknaf 
thana in the Chittagong district. There are two 
wells near the Teknaf bazar, and these are the 
only sources of water for u large number of people, In summer these wells 
dry up, causing intense suffering to the people. People wait near these wells 
day and night and lift the water slowly as it accumulates in them. There is 
an absolute want of drinking-water in other parts of Teknaf. 

Again, there is no medical man in Teknaf, and people die for want of 
medicines. A charitable dispensary should be established in that part of the 
district. Teknaf is also very backward in education. There are not more 
than five or six upper and lower primary schools there. 


People's wants in the Teknaf 
thana in the Chittagong distriet. 


13. A correspondent of the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 23rd October 


complains that dalals have commenced their sharp 
ractices even in the Calcutta Medical C 
„ Hospital. Lately one day on the arrival of a 
atient at the door of the hospital, a man 8 him, making himself 
own as a compounder of the hospital and told the patient that as the 
principal doctor of the hospital had gone away, it would be best for him not 
to wait, but to consult a doctor who lived close by. The patient was taken in 
and visited the doctor in question, who took from him a fee of Ks. 2, but, 
instead of giving him any advice, sent hin back with a note to the Medical 


Dalalsin the Medical 
Nagel. e Me College 


College Hospital. Such practices by dalals at the Medical College Hospital 
should be 1 4 N 15 ’ 


14. The Miavarta 9 7 hs 25th Oneness * omy L. the 
| „ Baidyanath Municipality in the Son arganas 
i A Municipality is including within 1 some new areas, such as 
Ce „„ Bela, Purandha and a few others, in spite of the 
protest of the residents of those places. The areas being in sani 
condition „need no protection from a municipality. In such plaves municipal 
administration will mean only harassment of the people in consequence of the 
imposition of a lot of taxes. \ Pe : 


staff should be recruited from all communities in this country, in | 
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(eus tions affecting the land. 


15. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 24th October writes as follows :— 

: The opinion which has been recorded by the 
The question of agricultural Lieutenant-Governor on the Report of the Land 
improvement in Bengal. Records and Agricultural Depertment in Bengal 
for the year 1902 is not calculated to inspire people with any hope about the 
future of agriculture in this country. His Honour means to say that in many 
laces the expenses undergone by the Government in agricultural matters have 
n of no use. He has therefore decided to make better arrangemeuts for the 
future. He has decided that the Research Station with an Agricultural College 
and classes attached to it, which will, it is hoped, shortly be opened in Bengal, 
should in future form the nucleus of all research work in this province, and 
that round this centre should be grouped experimental farms, one in each 
Division, manned by minor experts trained at the Research Station, and 
conducted on the strictest possible scientific principles. Research work would 
be carried on in these Divisional farms, and the superiority of improved agricul- 
tural methods would also be demonstrated on them, or on farms situated in 

Government or wards’ estates. | 
But the greatest obstacle to the progress of agriculture in this country 
isthe poverty of the cultivators, who cannot pay for improved agricultural 
machines and implements. Last year experiments were made in Chota Nagpur 
with a number of agricultural machines, some of which were much liked by 
the people there. But where sball they get money to bay them? If Govern: 
ment can make gifts of such instruments to cultivators and depute men to teach 
them their use, agriculture may improve in this country. Whether the question 
is one of implements, or of manure, or of plough-cattle, there is only one thing 
to be considered in connection with it, namely, the poverty of the cultivating 
class, We therefore fear lest, in endeavouring to do good in theory, Government 

practically does harm to the poor cultivators. : 


(g)—Ratlways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


16. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 23rd October publishes the following 
113 railway complaints :— | 
— 1) Babu Purnendu Mohan Sehanabis, Nao- 
danga, Rangpur district, says that on the 14th October a number of illiterate 
rustics got into the inter- class carriage for females in the 44- Up Dhubri mixed 
train at the Rangpur station on the Eastern Bengal State Railway. The 
matter was brought to the notice of the guard of the train by a railway servant 
at the Kaunia station, but the guard paid no heed to it. It was the day of 
the Ramnath mela at Rangpur, and there was therefore a great rush of passengers. 
But want of accommodation in the train was the cause of many people at the 
Ranpur and Mirhparha stations not being able to enter into it. Cannot the 
Railway Company arrange for more carriages on the occasion of melas? The 
correspondent says that, on the same day, 10 annas 6 pies was taken from him 
as intermediate class fare from the Rangpur to the Gitaldaha Junction station, 
although not more than annas 9 ought to have been taken. The numbers of 
the two tickets which he purchased were 6837 and 6838. 3 
42 Babu Matilal Ganguli, No. 87, Serpentine Lane, Calcutta, says that, 
one day during the last Durga Puja vacation, a friend of his paid Ks. 4 to 
the booking · clerk of the Tarakeshwar station on the East Indian Railway 
and asked for six tickets for the Howrah station. The friend received the 
tickets, but not the balance. When the train was about to start, he asked the 
booking-clerk for the balance, but the latter asked him, in a nonchalant spirit, 
how much he was to get. But in hurriedly computing what he was to receive, 
the friend made a mistake and lost two annas. Is it not the duty of a booking- 
clerk to compute fares and balances himself? | , 
(3) A correspondent complains of the paucity of the number of passenger 
trains on the Bengal-Duars Railway, and of the want of proper arrangements 


for the supply of e to passengers at the stations on it. The 


correspondent had once to buy a glassful of water at 4 annas at the Baranis 
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(4) Babu Prasanna Kumar Ghosh, Monghyr, says that, on the 25th 
September last, Babu Shyamakanta Mitra, a Deputy Magistrate of Monghyr, 
Babu Suryyakanta Agasti, the Joint- Magistrate o Bhagalpur, and Hb 
high official were coming to Calcutta in a second class carriage in No. 20- 
Down passenger train on the East Indian Railway. One of the gentlemen 
had a trunk with him weighing less than 30 seers and containing valuables. 
The guard, who had taken charge of the train at Sahebganj, desired to have the 
trunk removed, and on its owner objecting to it, said: Please note, my name 
is H. C. Holt, and I must have it removed with the assistance of police.“ The 
other passengers in the compartment said to the station-master that they had 
no objection to the trunk being where it was, but the indomitable Holt intimi- 
dated the station-master in various ways and authoritatively asked: Will you 
carry out my order or not?” About this time some other passengers entered 
the carriage and Holt was obliged to retire. On this occasion a young man, 
a railway servant, who was travelling in the train, told the guard that those 
with whom he was quarrelling were high officials. On this, Holt took his 
travelling pass from him and said, I will teach you a good lesson.” It is 
— that the young man has been suspended. 

17. A correspondent of the same paper says that accidents are frequent 

on the Assam-Bengal Railway, because incom- 
nel petent men are appointed as station-masters and 
intsmen ut most stations. Jobbery is extremely 

prevalent in the filling up of these responsible posts, and men who have not 
passed the necessary tests are very often appointed. The practice of appoint- 
ing signallers and booking-clerks 4s station-masters without making them go 
through a period of novitiate is fraught with mischief. ‘he poor pay attached 


to the posts of station-masters is also a reason why qualified men are not avail- 


able for those pos s. 

The drivers on this line are very much overworked, and that is another 
cause of the frequency of accidents on this line. 

18. The Ratnakar | Asansol] of the 24th October complains of the want 
of overbridges at the Khana Junction and Kalipa- 
hari stations on the East Indian Railway, both 
very important stations. Goods trains are often detained at the Kalipahari 
station and people intending to cross the railway line are obliged to crawl 
under them. Such crossing is fraught with great danger, for if such a train 
is put in motion it is sure to kill every one under it. A waiting- room and a 
level-crossing gate are also greatly needed at the Kalipahari station. 

Again, at the Sitarampur Junction station on the same railway there is a 
gate separating the up platform of the station from the Jheria Branch line. 
This gate is never opened by the gateman to carts carrying respectable women. 


They are thus obliged to leave their carts and made a round-about journey to 
the station. ) 


19. <A correspondent of the Nihar ere of the 27th October complains 
5 of the extremely bad condition of the road which 
distr 7084 in the Midnapore meets the Puri road at a distance of about a mile 


3 from the Arjuni village under the Narayangarh 
thana in the Midnapore district. 


20. The same paper says that the up and down Madras mail trains stop at 
| the Contai Road station at one and the same time 
at night. But the station has not two platforms. 
This obliges assengers: for one of the trains to cross the railway line in order 
to reach it. The two trains should be made to arrive at the station at different 
times, in order to remove this inconvenience. : 


Railway complaints. 


A railway complaint, 


(Y- General, 


21. The Pathvast [Kalna] of the 21st October says that in Durga Puja 


es, ime the Magistrate of Nagpur issued an order to 
nme the effect that Hindus taking’ thels idols to water 
e ot music within 20 cubits from Musalman masjids. On the Ganapati 
idol, whic 5 
insignificant masjid, the Musalmans of the place attackeu the Hindus with 


is worshipp2d in the Rajarem library in Sitakandi, approaching an 
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nd a riot ensued. A similar riot also occurred near another masjid. 
2 frequently wound the feelings of Hindus by issuing improper 
‘orders like the above. Ought Hindus to be as in order that Musalmans 
may have their unreasonable requests gratified ? Will not Government protect 
the Hindus? The attention of His Excellency the Viceroy is drawn to the 

r. : | 

or | The Jyoti [Chittagong] of the 22nd October is extremely sorry at 
the transfer of such an able, popular, and kind- 
hearted Commissioner as Mr. Faulder from the 
Chittagong Division. Mr. Faulder tries to rule 
with an eye to the internal condition of the people. ‘He saved the people 
of Chittagong from the tax which Mr. Geake, Vice-Chairman of the Chittagong 
Port, had tried to impose on village boats coming to Chaktai hal. He brought 
to a satisfactory close many questions concerning the Chittagong Municipality 


Mr. Faulder, late Commissioner 
of the Chittagong Division. 


and Hospital and the Badar Spring. He is an able and intelligent officer, and 
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never allows himself to be guided by others. — | 
23. Most probably neither the 14 of the Police Commission, nor the 
report of the Smoke Commission, nor the report of 
Concealment of Commissions’ the Malkwal Plague Inoculation Commission, says 
— the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 23rd October, will 

see the light. The recommendations of the Police Commission are thought b 
many people to be regarded by Government as impracticable. Mr. Grover's 
report on the smoke nuisance is also believed to have been pera agai 
What wonder if the concealment of the truth in these matters from the people 


breeds various suspicions in their minds ? : 


V.— Prospects OF THE Crops AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


24. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya o- Ananda Bazar Pairika [Calcutta] of the 
21st October says that official reports show that in 
Bengal prices of food-grains are rising in some 
districts, while in some others they are stationary. They may fall a little 
after the autumnal harvest has been gathered. But the prospects of the crops 
are not hopeful. Untimely rainfall seldom does good. 

25. The Pratiju.a [Calcutta] of the 21st October publishes the following 
news, intending to prove thereby that famine is 
fiercely raging in the country: — 

(1) In the month of Sravan last, an inhabitant of the Diamond Harbour 
subdivision in the 24-Parganas district starved for two days with his wife 
and two children. Unable to bear the sight of the famished children any 
longer, he at last sold a cow for Rs. 8 only. With o part of this money 
he bought some articles of food. But when these were going to be cooked a 
dacoit appeared, with a sharp knife in his hand, and compelled him to part 
with them and the few rupecs he still had with him. His plaintive entreaties 
at first failed to excite the pity of the ruffian, but afterwards made an impres- 
sion on his stony heart. The dacoit laid down his knife, and was bringing out 
the articles of food from his cloth, in which he had tied the same, when the 

r man seized the knife with great alacrity and buried it in his shoulder. 

he case is sub judice. | 

(2) The famished inhabitants of the Ghorhamara island under the Sagar | 

lice outpost in the 24-Parganas district eee a boat laden with 1 1 


e men have been punished in the law-court. Will not Government do 
anything to save the lives of the famine-stricken people? | 


26, A correspondent of the Mthar puerta) of the 27th October speaks 
N of the prevalence of severe distress in the Pankhal 
Midnspore distsict. ma * 2 7 Contai subdivision of the 3 
f pore district, Many people are living on insuffi- 
cient food. Labou: ere find it difficult to procure even saat meal in * or four 
days. This account is not a bit exaggerated. Fever, cholera and other 


diseases are raging in the village Peopfe are being obliged to sell their cattle 
at small prices. 9 ' - ne 


The prospects of the crops. 


Proof of famine in the country. 


\ 


( 


( 987 ) 


_ VI.—Misce.LaNeovs, 


27. The Pratijaa [Calcutta] of the 21st October welcomes the appoint- palma, 
ment of Sir Andrew Fraser to the Lieutenant- vt. 21st, 1908. 
Governorship of Bengal with the prayer that he 
mes will rule impartially and extend to the im- 
overished Bengalis, governed as they are by an alien nation, a truly paternal 
E and protection. The rest will depend on their own luck, good or bad. 
28. The Sanjivani nn of the 22nd October writes as follows: SANJIVAN?, 


The Lieutenant-Governor-elect 
of Bengal. 


| 1 he heart of Mr. Bourdillon is almost bursting Oot. 22nd, 1908. 
, Officiating Frith grief at the thought of parting with the 


| Lijieutenant-Governorship of Bengal; but part with 1 
it he must. The Calcutta British Indian Association intends to convene a : 1 
meeting for bidding him farewell, to which members of all communities will WW 
be invited. The general public, however, have nothing to do with this 
meeting: only those who have received some benefit from Mr. Bourdillon in 
some shape or other will attend it. He has conferred no such blessing upon the 
people of this country as may be expected to entitle him to their special 
gratitude. On the contrary, his undue praise of the present Municipality of 
Calcutta may serve to create disregard for him in their minds. 

29. The Mthir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 23rd October writes ag umm.o-Sbpnakat, 
follows: Oct, 28rd, 1908. 
Mr. Bourdillon, our Officiating Lieutenant- 

Governor, is about to leave the masnad of Bengal. 
He comes to Calcutta on the 29th October and mukes over charge to Sir Andrew 
Fraser on the 8rd November, on which day he starts for Mysore. 
Mr. Bourdillon has been in our midst only for a short time, and he has 
succeeded in winning the hearts of the people. We admired his good qualities. 
Residence in such a distant province as Mysore, after leaving his high office, 
will be somewhat unpleasant to him. May he prosper. : ; 
30. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 23rd October writes as follows under Never. 
the heading Destruction of Indian arts” :— 7 e 
We cannot agree with those people who think 
that the invention of steam machines and their use in foreign manufactories | 
have been chiefly instrumental in bringing about the ruin of Indian arts. 7 
They were destroyed by the oppressiveness and inordinate selfishness of li 
Englishmen, of the Englishmen who first came here as merchants and whose 
desire to monopolise the trade of the country led them to adopt such unlawful i 
and horrible means and measures as cannot fail to strike terror into the heart ‘| 
of any one who hears of them. It was in reference to these oppressors that 4 
the late Babu Bunkim Chunder Chatterji once said: ‘No country on earth has 
at any time given birth to a set of men so vile and sinful as these. | : 
Everyone knows that Bengal was the first scene of English enterprise in 
India. In Bengal, English merchants succeeded in acquiring from the Nababs 
exemption from the payment of import and export duties on their goods. 
Nabab Mir Kasem was not a man of a craven spirit. He set himself up against 
their arbitrary doings and, in trying to work out the weal of the poor cultivators 
was consumed in the wrath of the white men and Mir Jaffir was reappointed. 
Nabab. Englishmen again began to commit inhuman oppressions on Bengalis. 
The keynote of Anglo-Indian government at that time was to rob natives of 
everything they possessed. , | 
On the acquirement by the English of high power in Bengal after the 
battle of Plassey, if battle it can be called, they tried to extend their commercial 
rights by coercion. The East India Company's servants began to usethe | | 
Company’s right of free-trade for the furtherance of their own private trade. 
At first this illicit proceeding was carried on privately, and Siraj -ud-Dawla, 
that unfortunate Nabab of Bengal, fell under the evil eyes of the English by 
trying to check it. But soon after the shrewd En lishmen cleared their way 
to free-trade by deposing Siraj and having him ki led with the help of some 
short-sighted native intriguerr. : Ree eee 
Mir Kasem also tried to put a stop to this free trade, but failing to do so, 
extended the privilege to natives by abolishing ‘customs duties altogether. | 
This noble move on the part of the Nabab cost him the entire revenue of the 
Commercial Department. But even with this large and generous sacrifice for 
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d of the people, he failed to win hisend. For, blinded by selfishness 
a > lish 8 of Calcutta most shamelessly opposed his action. If 
they had contended only for the monopoly of salt and a few other articles of 
— there might have been some justification of their conduct. But instead 
of doing that, they requested Mir m to grant the privilege of free-trade 
to all Englishmen in respect of all goods and impose a pes | burden of taxation 
on native merchants. The Nabab’s refusal to comply with this request led to 
a war with the English, in which he was defeated and obliged to fly awa f 
History will hardly furnish a similar case of iniguitous war. And it will 

make one's hair stand on end to hear of the many unlawful means which the 
English rulers of that time adopted with the view of depriving the natives of 
even those natural trade rights which every man on earth possesses. What 
wonder then if in consequence of such satanic attempts made for a long time, 
the native trade has been ruined and the natives themselves have been reduced 
to the miserable condition of which a caustic description has been given by a 
native poet in a couplet of which the following is a rendering :— 

Service the best thing here, there and everywhere; 

Insult with it always, and with and without reason. | 

English historians have presented us with detailed and exaggerated 
accounts of the anarchy which prevailed in the country under its former 
rulers. But none of them has given an account of the great unarchy which 
Englishmen themselves created in the country by their inhuman acts of 
oppression, But that anarchy is clearly set forth in official papers and 
we are still suffering from its evil effects. Mr. Verelst, the third Governor 
of Bengal, has left a brief account of it in the following terms :— 

A trade was carried on without payment of duties, in the prosecution of which infinite 
oppressions were committed. English agents or gomastahs not contented with injuring 
the people, trampled on tbe authority of the Government, binding and punishing the 
Nobob’s officers whenever they presumed to interfere. This was the immediate cause of the 
war with Meer Cassim.— View of Bengal, p. 48. 

31. The same paper says that A Jure of wonder that 15 cen 3 

vee : contest, which js at present raging in England on 

en ee ee Sa question, * 8 ladies is — even 

mentioned. Yet India is admitted to be the richest jewel in the British Empire, 
it is for India that the British dominions have received the glorious name of an 

„Empire,“ and so many as 300 of the 400 million subjects of the King of 

England live in India. Is this high statesmanship? It shows that with the 

expansion of the British dominion there has occurred a real want of able, 

far-sighted, and large- minded politicians in England. 

32. The Nava Yug [Calcutta] of the 24th October reproduces from the 

Nabya bharat periodical portions of an article from 
3 oe. beating and the the pen of Sri Dharmananda Mahabharati entitled 
The shoe- beating and the thrust.” The follow- 

ing is the substance of the more striking passages :— 


In the present case a European is charged with violating the chastity of a 
Bengali woman and robbing her of valuable ornaments. He has dangerously 
wounded the Hindus and Musalmans, as well as the policemen who came to 
arrest him, and one of them has died in consequence of his wounds. The jury 
is about to return a verdict of “not guilty.” I, too, agree in the verdict. The 
depositions of the witnesses contain glaringly false statements and the defendant 
is therefore discharged. ‘‘The accused is honourably acquitted, without the 
least stain on his character’ The accused was accompanied by three wicked 
natives, namely, Khayru Haji, Gadadhar Goala, and Govardhan Majhi. It is 
established by clear and satisfactory evidence that it is these three men who 
committed the offence with which the defendant has been charged. The jury, 
therefore, have given a verdict of guilty against them. I concur in the verdict 
and am of opinion that these three defendants should receive ‘exemplary 
A ‘Govardhan Majhi is therefore sentenced to transportation for 

fe, Gadadhar Goala to fourteen years’ rigorous imprisonment, and Khayru 
Haji, who certainly killed the woman, to death. __ a 
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No need of multiplying instances. This will be enough. We now see 
that the value of a nigger’s life is only five cowries and that the honour of his 
women is not worth even the cowrre that will not pass in the market. 

Reference is then made to the O’Hara case, with the remark that nobody 
has ever heard of a European charged with the murder of a native being 
hanged, rigorously imprisoned, or even detained in hajat. 

You are being chased every day as a lamb chased by a wolf; you are 
making your black faces blacker by the stain produced by the ear-pulling you 
are undergoing; you are being put down by shoe-beating, rendered powerless 
by angry glances, and upset by whipping, and harsh words are making you 
tremble. Like pathsala boys, you are being pulled by your ears and made by 
your masters to stand up in“ narugopal” fashion (punishing a boy by makirg 
him sit on his knees and one hand while the other hand is outstretched and 
holds a piece of brick as if it were a piece of sweetmeat), And yet we do not 
find a trace of shame, self-respect or greatness in you. Are you completely 
changed into stone ? | | 

We ask again—Has that nation anything to boast of as “a nation,” the 
value of whose life is only five pice, who consider it a privilege to receive shoe- 
beating and thrusts, who are greeted as blackguard and soor,“ the honour of 
whose women is not worth even the cowrée that does not pass current in the 
market, whose ears are playthings in the hands of Fer.nghees and whose back 
is a target for cane-practice by Europeans? Nor is this all, Lookin a different 
direction. The number of people who have died of starvation every week 
during the last 25 years in different districts in this country is almost equal to 
that of ants which gather where a few grains of sugar have chanced to fall, or 
to that of insects which in the rainy season assemble and perish near a burning 
lamp at night in an Indian village, and yet we have not the power to say 
anything about the matter. The revenue annually raised from India is 
86 crores of rupees. But of what use is that to the Indians? The money is 
his whose it is; who are we? India is not England, Russia, America or France 
that the people will be able to speak out their minds, You may write news- 
papers, make speeches, and hold high posts, but you aredestined to bear shoe- 
beating and thrusts. — | oe | 

Can anybody enumerate the cases in which during the last 50 years 
natives have been killed, wounded, insulted, and dishonoured by Europeans ? 3 
But not one man in the country has shed or learnt to shed over such 
occurrences even such forced tears as actresses shed on the stage of a theatre. 
Nor is this all. Once consider the condition of your country. Your needles and 
pins, your pens, cloths, shoes, umbrellas, and spectacles are all imported from 
distant England, and now even European wives have begun to be imported 
from that country. Certainly therefore your are a vation bigger even than the 
Himalayas. : 
There is a limit to patience, just as there is a limit to the taciturnity of a 
Muni, the asceticism of a Yogi, and the performance of virtuous acts by a 
righteous man. It can never be an offence or a wrong act, nay, on the 
contrary, it is certainly a good act and therefore dharma, if for the purpose of 
showing one’s hatred of sin, putting down falsehood, protesting against wrong, 
finding a remedy for oppression, destroying anarchy and eradicating injustice, 
one has to give up his habit of endurance in order to act with courage and 
determination. Such is the mandate of reason as well as of the Sastras. A 
truthful, intelligent, and spirited boy is always looked upon with fear by his 
meudacious father, while the stupid and obsequious boy who does not protest 
against maltreatment and looks quiet and inoffensive is subjected to the 
greatest oppression at the hands of his parents. As with boys so with horses. 
A vicious horse is, as a rule, let alone 2 carefully looked after and petted, 
while the gentlest animal in the stable is overworked and whipped for the most 
trivial misdemeanour. So, there is a limit to endurance as to all other virtues, 
Just as the inordinate munificence of the Pauranic King Bali ultimately | 
resulted in his enchainment, so our inordinate patience or endurance is the . \ 
cause of our enchainment and decadence. But will you understand this? : 
Such decadence would never have fallen to your lot if you had realised all this. : 
ust as a mehter living\in the midst of bis filthy environment gets a | „ | 
to it and does not feel the least discomfort on that account, 80 ee er ‘iE 
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yoar have long been to kicks; blows, shoe-beating, and abuse, you have become 
so utterly worthless that such treatment has come to be regarded as an adornin 

of your body and mind, and you find it impossible to divest yourselves of the 
adornment. Well might one sing— 3 

Just as the moon is the ornament of the night; the stars, of the moon; 
Indra of the elephaht Atrabat; death, of disease; the sword, of the Sikh; the 
knife, of the Pathan ; the dog, of the Englishman ; the European soldier, of the 
Fort; the goddess Rai Kisori, of Nadia; the god Shyam, of Brindaban; 
patkshir (preparation of milk), of Dacca ; the dark colour, of the river Sarayu; 
the holy tuft of hair, of the Pandit ; the mint, of the counterfeit coin; adver- 
tisement, of fraud; the putting off till to-morrow, of arrears ; the weaving 
machine, of the weaver ; and the thread, of the tailor; so caning, shoe-beating, 
and thrust-getting are the ornament of the Bengali. 

So long as shoe-beating and thrust-getting continue to be regarded by you 
as sweeter than honey, so long will there be no deliverance from your present 
condition, in which you know not when and where you will find your home and 
dinner for the day. ‘This is certain, certain, certain. : | : 

33. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 24th October has the following in an 
article headed Tempest in a tea-pot” :—- 

Is the weal and woe of a Bain or an Emerson a 
thing for more consideration than the glory of an impartiai administration of 
justice? Is the feeling of a number cf tea-planters or of a regiment of soldiers 
a more important thing than the good name of the whole English nation? 
Are the interest and arbitrariness of a handful of European merchants a thing 
of greater importance than the impartiality of the British administration? 
The answers to these questions dre so simple that it is hardly necessary to state 
them. Is it natural and is it possible for a people, who live at a great distance 
across so many seas, to turn up their noses at the name of the Indians, call the 
Indians niggers, and break their spleens and livers at their sweet will and 
pleasure, and, at the same time, to rule them without a hitch? Has any 
nation ever succeeded in ruling a foreign country in this fashion? Let the 
Englishman newspaper once put away its spectacles made of malice and look at 
the puges of history. It will not have to go far. A copy of an Indian History 
procured from the Imperial Library in Hare Street will enable it to answer our 
question. | 

It is not wise to fan the fire of race-feeling into a flame. A wise doctor 
tries to cure a disease by appropriate medicines and takes care not to create new 
complications by prescribing improper diet. Admitting, for the sake of argu- 
ment, that the retrial of Bain inflicted hardship on him, what was that hardship 
compared to the ends of justice which the retrial had in view? And is it an 
inconsiderable gain to the English nation and to the British Government that 
Bain, notwithstanding the hardship of the retrial he underwent, was at last 
proved innocent in the eye of the law? Race-animosity is an inborn charucter- 
istic of the narrow-minded English people. The Englishman newspaper is 
posing as a doctor. But it is aggravating the disease by humouring the patient 
with unwholesome food. It is too busy trampling down the niggers under foot 
to have time to think of the consequences of its conduct. 
It is idle to expect foreign conquerors to feel sympathy with the conquered. 
But, we have seen many rulers under the British rule who have sympathised 
with the ruled.. Unfortunately, however, the number of such rulers is becoming 
smaller, The fact is that mastery over a vast empire and the possession of 
immense wealth gathered by means of a world-wide commerce, coupled with 


“Tempest in a tea- pot.“ 


the long-standing habit of treading upon the black races, has brought about 4 


change in the English character. The nation which at one time did not 
hesitate to deluge the earth with the blood of their kith and kin for the purpose 
of liberating the American Indian slaves is now about to reduce to slavery the 
three hundred millions of the descendants of those ancient Aryans who were the 
teachers of the world! The nation which waxed mad over the question of 
restoring independence to Greece and Italy, staked its all, without hesitation, 
in order to deprive the Boers of their freedom! This proves that the English 
nation of the present day, with their mastery over a vast empire, is different 
from the English nation who were masters of only a small island. Accidental 
oauses have brought about and, unfortunately for the Indians, are still bringing 


| | 
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about changes in the English character... Nothing but a dyke can stem a tide, 
and the only dyke which can stem the tide of ö in the English 
nation is the counsel of good and wise men. But, unfortunately, the number of 
such men among the English has become few, and the English ople listen 
not to the counsels of even the few that exist. There are very few Morleys 
among the English people, but the number of Chamberlains is countless, Byron 
shed tears of sorrow over the downfall of Greece; but Rudyard Kipling is now 
singing the pæan of selfishness at the cost of the Boer blood! In the past the 
English looked to the interest of the whole world; but the English of to- ay look. 
only to their own interest. No wonder such men should be indifferent to the weal 
—1 woe of the weak. But no nation ever maintained its greatness by tramp- 
ling upon the weak. Nations have, without doubt, become great by oppressing 
the weak, but their greatness passed away at the first tempest that blew over 
them. All this is matter of history and no coinage of a vanquished ple’s 
brain. The English have, it is true, become 3 masters of a vast 
empire, but their greatness will not last. Great Englishmen who saw this, 
wished to take up the weaker nations, by the hand, until they became men like 
the English themselves. But such Englishmen bave passed away, and with 
them is dying away the sounds of their suge counsel, The very few disciples 
they have left behind are as nothing in proportion to the whole English nation. 
That is why the English nation is to-day blinded by self-interest, and the 
generality of Englishmen fail to take notice of the grievances of the subject 
nations. | 

Englishmen have forgotten the great historical truth that a nation cannot 
remain great unless it helps smaller nations to become great also. Nations 
which were at one time great, lost their greatness because they failed to keep 
this eternal trutfi in their mind. Where is to-day the pride of the Moors about 


their wealth and their greatness? Where is now the empire of the Romans? 


Where is now the prowess of the Musalmans, who at one time trampled all 


Europe under their feet? Alas, the Sultan of Turkey, the accepted head of the 


Musalmans of 2 has to put up in silence with bullying by every other 
nation in Europe. Have not Spain and Portugal, too, lost their old glory and 
greatness? It is history's clear teaching that — great empires fell for loss of 
harmonious development. It is easy to build up an empire, but extremely 
difficult to preserve it. Englishmen did possess the quality which could enable 
them to maintain an empire, but, alas for us, their hatred of the black skin is 
going to deprive them of that inestimable virtue. 

It is for your good, Englishmen, that we have instituted a Sivqji festival 
and the Virastami festival. We wish to be men and we, therefore, wish to 
cultivate manhood. We know that the chain of destiny which binds you and 

us together can never break. We believe, in our heart of hearts, that your weal 
and woe is our weal and woe. It is for this reason that we are filled with fear 
when we see signs of your downfall. You are standing on a pinnacle and we 
are tied to your feet by a chain. If you fall, our fall will be all the heavier. 
It is therefore our interest to pray that you may always remain firm on 
your pinnacle. The prospect of Babu Surendra Nath becoming the Emperor of 
India and of Miss Sarala Devi becoming his Subadur in Bengal is certainly not 
a near prospect, and as there is no chance of such a thing coming about within a 
century or two, why do you, Englishmen, unnecessarily distrust us and sprinkle 
salt over an incised wound ? | | 
34. The Bangavasi ann, of the 24th October has the following: —- 
55 house.” „ If any one in the European community 18 
your own none. offended with us or becomes hostile to us, it is 
woe that must bear it. We are expected to do so, because the Europeans are the 
rulers of the country and we are their subjects. The British Government 
has given us the right to say what we feel to be true, as also the right to 
discuss the administration of justice. If any European gets displeased with 
us for speaking the truth or discuesing in good faith the administration of 
justice, and treats us in anger to harsh words, we bear such treatment with 
unruffled minds. 


- BanGavasl, 
Oct. 24th, 1903. 


The cases of Bain, Casey, and Emerson and other similar cases have been 


discussed. by the native public and native newspapers in good faith and accord- 
ing to ig: knowledge ral each person engaged in the discussion. | This has 
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displeased many Europeans, not a few of whom have, in a manner, lost their 
sense and are abusing the natives in consequence. Let them be angry and 
indulge in abuse! Why should we get angry with them or abuse them? 
We should go on doing our duty and saying what we have to say to the 
extent permitted by Government. In connection with the cases of Bain, 
Casey and others, many Europeans are, under the influence of race-partiality, 
treating us to harsh words. We have not, certainly, discussed those Cases 
under the influence of a similar feeling, or we are not sure that it is 80. If 
we had, like these Europeans, learnt to foster the feeling of race- partiality or 
if we had not forgotten it, there would have been no room in the minds of 
many amongst us for resentment on account of this abuse by Europeans. 
Indeed, the way in which we are to-day discussing these cases of Bain, Casey 
and others is precisely that in which, if need be, we shall discuss to-morrow 
the case of Ramhari placed in similar circumstances. We write nothing 
from malicious motives. We have nothing to say, nor are we in a position 
to say anything to those Europeans who abuse us. Now what we suy to 
our countrymen is, let people say what they may, do you go on doing your 
duty. Go onward in the path of truth, keeping an eye on your own society 
and people. He who sows the wind reaps the whirlwind. If you speak the 
truth and discuss the administration of justice with fairness and if, in conse- 
quence, any section of the Anglo-Indian community gets displeased and with- 
out any provocation gives vent to anger and ill-will, then they will fall a prey 
to their own venom. Wise and shrewd Englishmen will certainly realise 
the dangers of the situation and endeavour to bring such men to the path 
of justice. For god-like people there are in all communities and countries. 

What we say to our own countrymen is, dake care of your own house. Many 
of you are always trying to mix closely with Europeans, and wish to do so 
even by doing injury to native society and at the sacrifice of self-respect. 
Even many people who are known to be intelligent make mistakes in this 
matter. They would not only mix themselves, but also make their ladies 
mix with Europeans. Not a few, again, would promote social intercourse 
between men and women belonging to the two communities, Nothing seems 
to satisfy them. But an opportunity has presented itself for profiting by 
practical example. There is proof of the fact that many Europeans do not 
wish to mix with those natives who would mix with them. Now, the practi- 
cability or otherwise of social intercourse depends on the degree of self-interest 
of the parties who seek it. The late Mr. Manomohon Ghosh was a kind- 
hearted man and a friend of his poor countrymen. He was an advocate 
of social intercourse between Europeans and natives, and believed that such 
intercourse would produce beneficial consequences. But the Ilbert Bill 
agitation made him change his views and he came to sce that it was idle for the 
natives to seek such intercourse with Europeans, and that it was as impossible 
for the ruling race to mix with the inferior subject people as it is for oil to 
mix with water. Instead of doing good, such intercourse is likely to produce 
social disorganisation. It is well for us that many Europeans do not see 
their way to mix with natives. | 

Of course, the natives must mix with Europeans only to the extent which 
is necessary for the transaction of business, which is unavoidable under the 
relations subsisting between the parties as the rulers and the ruled, and which 
is demanded by the exigencies of law and justice; or, in other words, only to 
the extent to which they should mix with each other from considerations of 
self-interest, There is not, and there cannot be, any intimate social intercourse 
between Europeans and natives. Such intercourse would make us losers. 
You must remain aloof from Europeans. Revere the Englishman who holds 
an official position, as also the Englishman who is only a member of the 
ruling race, Keep yourselves at a distance, revere and respect Englishmen, 
but do not try to mix with them. ! 
: It seems there has been a slight change in the condition of native society 
since Mr. Manomohan Ghosh’s time. At the present time many of those natives 
who have received English education recognise that respect is due to their 
own society and know how to maintain the honour of their women, Nota 
few entertaina feeling of respect for their gods and for their Brahmans. 
Still there is 4 large number of preverted men among these English-speak- 
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ings natives, who though hostile to the Hindu religion and to Hindu society 
and anxious to mix with Europeans, yet want to remain within the pale of 
that society. These seeming well-wishers of Hindu society are at heart its 
bitter enemies, We should beware of these enemies of our country and 
society, and set our house in order. Abuse of natives by Europeans will only 
do harm to the latter. Government knows that such abuse is only likely 
to foment race antagonism, and will therefore take care of those who indulge 
in it. But, countrymen, you.must take care of your own house. 
35. The same paper makes the following observations on the agitation 
over the Emerson case :— 3 
We are surprised to find that in connection 
with this case certain Anglo-Indian editors are try- 
ing to throw blame on the shoulders of the Government of India. It was the 
High Court which issued a wurrant against Emerson and caused him to be 
arrested and brought to this country. But how could the High Court know 
before his trial whether he was guilty or not? As the Pioneer justly observes, 
„The Magistrate of Trichinopoly is principally to blame in this matter. If 
at the outset, instead of discharging the accused soldiers, he had committed 
them to the Sessions, there would have been an end of all trouble then and 
there.” This unjustifiable abuse of the Supreme Government by a section of 
the Anglo-Indian community for what was admittedly done by the High 
Court only shows their own mental imbecility. This love of their own people 
is indeed praiseworthy, but their love of justice and dharma and their 
sympathy with the weak are not very strong. If, like thoughtless pra they 
fail to show to justice the respect that is due to it and have the hardihood to 
ignore the truth, the regard entertained for them by the native public will 
naturally suffer diminution. Already not a few wise Englishmen have become 
extremely offended with them, O Anglo-Indians, do not be angry with 
anybody, be he the Government of India or an Indian, and do not needlessly 
waste your energy in abusing him without 4 provocation. 
36. The Hitavarta un of the 25th October has the following: — 
he civilized English people on setting foot in 
a foreign land become immoral, turbulent, and 
| mischievous. Numerous illustrations of this are 
daily seen, To-day almost all the natives of Africa, Asia, and America are 
crying against the oppressions of these white people of Europe and lookin 
towards Heaven, because their misery is fast increasing. Almost all the e. 
races of the world are now in despair about their lives on account of the self. 
interested policy of the white men of Europe, It would seem that the coloured 
races in the world will, in consequence of the policy of the white men, die out to 
a man at no distant date. These selfish white men, who are roaming throughout 
Asia, Africa, and America, with the propensities of a vampire, will some day or 
other feel a thirst for the blood of the Indian people, One and-a-half centuries 
of British rule in India have taught us a good lesson. There is nothing more 
miserable than poverty. And during British rule, poverty has erected such a 
stronghold among the Indian people that they are perfectly powerless to advance 
a step in the direction of bettering their condition. The present commercial 
and industrial condition of India clearly shows the difference between India as 
it was before English rule and India as it is during that rule. This is not, 
therefore, the time for the Indians to remain asleep. If they do not wake 
and increase their national strength, they will not be able to recover the 
loss they have sustained by the sucking up of their blood by the European 
vampire. We are growing feebler every day, and if we do not wake from our 
sleep and try to defend ourselves, our very existence will become doubtful. 
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37. The Utkaldtpika ee, os the 17th October 1903 makes the 
suena de e nee W tad | of road-cess had inspired 
a hope in the people that the state of the roads would show considerable 


improvement, but the condition of the Machhgan road has for about the past 
three months been go deplorably bad that it is impassable to foot-passengers, 
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not to speak of carts. It is difficult for ordinary people to see what benefit 
can be rendered by heaping up wet mud on the roads in the rainy season, 
Owing to the impassable condition of the road, traffic is being interfered with, 
resulting in an enhancement of the prices of some articles. The residents of 
the places along the road have petitioned the District Board on the subject. 
The system of putting earth at unseasonable times has been productive of 
similar bad results in some other roads. 

38. ‘The same paper, in describing the procession of the idols on ‘the last 

n he day of the Durga Puja festival, remarks that no 

„„ improper order was issued this year by the police, 

as was the case last year. The customary burning 

of white lights on the occasion did not meet with any objection. It was a 

happy thing that there was no occasion for causing pain in any one's mind. 

The police carefully performed their duties at their respective charges near 
the idols. It is still further 3 that disorders of no kind took place. 

39. The Uriya:and Navasamvad [Balasore] 

Appointment of | permanent of the 14th October approves of the proposal of 

= . o appoint permanent assessors in 

mufassal municipalities. 

40. A Ganjam correspondent of the Talcher weekly paper, Garjatbasini, 

= + , dated the 17th October, writes that the inha- 
Hoenn on change of jurisdic: pitants of Ganjam and Puri, who have memo- 

: rialized the Government of India for uniting 
under one Administration Ganjam, Orissa, and Sambulpore, are impatiently 
waiting to hear the decision of Government. That the rumour regarding the 
annexation of the Berars to the Central Provinces has intensified their expecta- 
tion, and all Ganjam eagerly hopes the fulfilment of the article published in 
the Englishman regarding the transfer of Orissa. Should the union of Orissa 
with the Central Provinces prove an accomplished fact, it cannot be expected 
that Ganjam will be deprived of the benefit, ss it is the settled policy of the 
British Government not to place any obstacles in the way of -a people’s 
improvement, and since Lord Curzon has personally visited Ganjam, he will 
not allow such a thing to be done, The Central Provinces have far advanced 
in civilization and in education, and cannot be said not to be abreast of Orissa. 
There can thus be no disadvantage in Orissa being separated from Bengal 
and joined to the Central Provinces. It is argued that Bengali literature 
went some way to refine the Uriya language. There is no reason to think 
why the case should be otherwise if the separation takes place, Sambulpore, 
which is still within the Central Provinces, having made rapid strides in 
improving the literature. There would be one obvious advantage that the 
union of Orissa with the Central Provinces will tend to develop and establish 
the Arya religion of the Hindus, while association with Bengal has resulted 
in most cases in dislocating and replacing it with a tendency towards the 
establishment of the Brahmo religion. There is railway communication 
between Cuttack and Sambulpore, Nagpore being the centre of the railway 
system connecting all the Uriya-speaking tracts, and by means of the lines 
running to Bombay and the North-Western Provinces, there is every facility 
for increase of traffic. The correspondent’s ardent wish is that Ganjam, with 
Orissa and Sambulpore, be united to the Central Provinces. 

41. The Samvad Vahika [Balasore] of the 15th October notices the 
occurrence of a railway accident on the night of 
the rd September last, in which two persons were 
killed while passing over the Burabalang railway bridge near Balasore. 
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